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PRESS RELEASE
  
DIRIMART PRESENTS: BILL VIOLA, 
ONE OF THE LEADING FIGURES IN VIDEO ART   
25 November - 27 December 2011 
Garibaldi Building, the new project space of Dirimart will present a video/sound installation by  Bill Viola titled “The Fall Into Paradise” (2005). Bill Viola is one of the world’s leading video artists today whose works are often referred to as “moving paintings”. Viola, an  artist ahead of his time, saw the potential of creating a new form of contemporary art combining images, movement and sound that can express the human condition in a new way. “The Fall into Paradise”, the one of a kind work of Bill Viola which will be introduced to the Turkish audience for for the first time, will be on view between the dates 25 November- 27 December in the Garibaldi Building.

Bill Viola has been instrumental in the establishment of video as a vital form of contemporary art, and in so doing has helped to greatly expand its scope in terms of technology, content, and historical reach.  For over 40 years he has created videotapes, architectural video installations, sound environments, electronic music performances, flat panel video pieces, and works for television broadcast. Viola’s video installations which are total environments that envelop the viewer in image and sound, employ state-of-the-art technologies and are distinguished by their precision and direct simplicity. He often uses the elements of fire, water and light in his work to explore the themes of birth death and rebirth. His works are shown in museums and galleries worldwide and are found in many distinguished collections. 

“The Fall into Paradise” is reminiscent of Viola’s earlier works with its use of underwater shooting techniques and the dramatic resulting effects of film being played in reverse and in slow motion. The video tells a profound and moving story. There are echoes of the original Fall :  the one that's from grace and out of Paradise. This is a fall into another dimension/element, and possibly another state altogether. Viola uses the water element to tell the story. This is inevitably reminiscent of Wagner's Opera, as they are based -from beginning to end- on this element. Viola, echoing Wagner, describes the story: “As a love so intense and profound that it cannot be contained in the material body of the lovers. In order to fully realise their love, Tristan and Isolde must ultimately transcend life itself.”

“The Fall into Paradise” could easily be interpreted as a representation of a ‘moment of death’. However, this, is regarded as a positive thing, as it is in Wagner’s opera : “Tristan and Isolde”. The Fall into Paradise , is in fact elevating. As the screen fades to black, the viewers are suffused with a sense of tranquility and peace.

Bill Viola was born in 1951 in New York. From 1969, he studied at the College of Visual and Performing Arts of Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York, graduating with a BFA in 1973. 

During the 1970s, Viola assisted Nam June Paik and Peter Campus with the installation of their exhibitions, and between 1973 and 1980 worked with the composer David Tudor and the avant-garde music group Composers Inside Electronics. From 1974 to 1976, he was the technical production manager of the Art/Tapes/22 Video Studio in Florence and from 1976 to 1983 was a visiting artist at the WNET/Thirteen Television Laboratory in New York. During this time, Viola traveled frequently–to the South Pacific, Indonesia, Australia, Tunisia, and India.

In 1978, and again in 1983 and 1989, the National Endowment for the Arts awarded Viola a Visual Artist Fellowship for his work in video. From 1980 to 1981, he and his wife Kira Perov lived in Japan on a fellowship from the U.S./Japan Friendship Commission, and was an artist-in-residence at the Sony Corporation’s Atsugi Laboratories in Atsugi, Japan. He received a Video Artist Fellowship from the Rockefeller Foundation in 1982. In 1983, he taught video at the California Institute for the Arts in Valencia. He received the Polaroid Video Award for outstanding achievement in 1984, The John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation presented Viola with a video stipend in 1985. In 1987, he won the American Film Institute Maya Deren Award, and two years later, a John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Award. That year, he and Kira traveled throughout the American Southwest to study ancient Native American archeological sites and rock art. In 1993, he was the first recipient of the Medienkunstpreis, awarded by ZKM Karlsruhe, Germany, and the Siemens Kulturprogramm. In 1995, he was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Fine Arts degree from Syracuse University.

His work has been shown at the Museum of Modern Art in New york, The National Gallery in London, Guggenheim Berlin, Guggenheim New York, the Whitney Museum of American Art, Getty Los Angeles and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. Viola was also selected as the U.S representative for the 46th venice biennale, where he presented 'Buried Secrets', a collection of five installations including 'The Greeting'. Viola was a scholar in residence at the Getty Research Institute in Los Angeles in 1998 and was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2000. 

Bill Viola currently lives and works in Long Beach, California with his wife and collaborator since 1979, Kira Perov.

THE FALL INTO PARADISE (2005) 

Video/sound installation, 10’

Performers: John Hay, Sarah Steben

Garibaldi Binası: (Dirimart Project Space)
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