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   Press Release
DIRIMART PRESENTS AXEL HÜTTE, THE EXTRAORDINARY EXPLORER OF PHOTOGRAPHICAL LANDSCAPE
November 25 – December 27 2011
Axel Hütte's large-scale photographic prints from the series "Towards the Wood" will be presented for the first time in Istanbul's Dirimart. The artist' focus is drawn on the calm water's reflections. The artist' main concern is the discovery of the landscape and in doing so uses a solid visual language. With systematic compositions that remain true to the ideal of objectivity as well as realism, going beyond the ordinary landscape themes; Axel Hütte's first solo exhibition in Dirimart titled "Emerald Woods" can be viewed between the dates November 25th to December 27th.


Axel Hütte is a graduate from the 1981 class from Kunstakademie Düsseldorf under Prof. Bernd Becher and is amongst the names Andreas Gursky and Thomas Ruff of leading German photographers. Starting his career with city landscape photography, Hütte is without a doubt the number one name of landscape photography.

Hütte is from a country where radical naturalism is an effective tradition. Similar to many German romantic landscape painters, the works evoke the feelings of desolation and loneliness through the composition and structural elements that build an intense atmosphere in Hütte's photography. However in portraying directly the landscape, the sharp and clear vision, the disciplined approach to his subjects and the realism in his presentation do not leave room for doubt. Through this, avoids the pitfalls of emotional extremes. Proves the fallacy of the over thoughtful, reserved, romantic traditions through this way. Furthermore, his photography has no trace of narration or anecdotes. The viewers are free to travel freely within the scene through their own interpretation of feelings.

In Hütte's works, the most notable feature is despite the untraceable photo effects, the systematic compositions and the sparse and economical language; the works go beyond the ordinary landscapes. For Hütte, the essential idea is landscape.

Axel Hütte's photography can be characterized by the optical precision and clear observation of the world. He reestablishes the world in dignity with rigid principles on the photographic plane. 


His ability in expressing the sum of the parts rather than the whole, allows him to capture the essence of the matter. All this set aside, Hütte never leaves the landscape debarred from its whole. Avoiding nostalgic clichés and sentimental expression, Hütte, neither idealizes the landscape nor romanticize it. He only refers to the excesses that the landscape permits.

The artist's works in the exhibition are from his series "Towards The Wood". They are taken with analog cameras as opposed to the present, where digital manipulation dominates our world.

The astonishing beauty of his works, results from the rotation of the reflections by Axel Hütte, which are normally upside down. Therefore, we only see the image of something that we essentially perceive differently.

Hütte explains: " Visionary images, disappear in the ambiguity of the psychological or community based landscape. These images, impossible to be associated with an actual reference system, sweeps us to a world that is composed of multiple labyrinths of imagination.

Consequently, Hütte draws attention to the essence of his art. Hütte's photographs are more visionary images without any absolute boundaries rather than being mirror images of the visible scenery. The art of Axel Hütte, makes us question the relationship between reality, personal perception and the imagery in the photographs.



Axel Hütte, was born in 1951 in Essen. Between the years 1973-1980, he studied at the Düsseldorf ArtAcademy. He received the prestigious Hermann Claasen award in 1953. He was exhibited in leadinggalleries and art spaces all across Europe and U.S.A. He also had solo exhibitions in Hamburg Art Gallery, Winter-Thur Photography Museum, Madrid Museo Centro de Arte Reina Sofia and recently in Galería Helga de Alvear in Madrid, Spain.

Axel Hütte, lives in Berlin and Düsseldorf.
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